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1. What is KIMAP in Global Business Law?
KIMAP in Global Business Law is the successor program of the former GMAP in Law. It

is a part of the Kobe University Interdisciplinary Master Program (KIMAP) which is

offered by the collaboration of the Graduate Schools of Law, Economics and Business

Administration. KIMAP in Global Business Law has started in the spring of 2023.
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2. Entrance Examination and Enrollment
Application Period Entrance Examination Enrollment
May 18 to 29, 2026 June 22 to 26, 2026 October 2026
June 8 to 19, 2026 August 17 to 20, 2026 April 2027
Novw. to Dec. 2026 January 2027 April 2027



https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/aboutus/global_multidisciplinary.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/GMAP/index.html
https://www.group.kobe-u.ac.jp/kimap/
https://www.group.kobe-u.ac.jp/kimap/
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https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/GMAP/index.html
https://www.group.kobe-u.ac.jp/kimap/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/admissions.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/admissions.html
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3. Educational Objectives and the Ideal Students Qualities Sought by the Program

In the field of international business, the ability to do everything in English is
required in addition to having specialist knowledge. Moreover, challenges in
international business are becoming more and more complicated as it is required to
ensure compliance, among others, with environmental as well as human rights
standards throughout the domestic and overseas supply chains. In response, the
objective of this program is to provide interdisciplinary knowledge in business
administration and economics as well as specialist skills and knowledge in law. In
addition, the program is to help students acquire practical skills in English and to
produce people who are able to flourish in their lives as international business legal
practitioners.

This program seeks applicants who wish to play an active role in the field of
international business and to acquire English communication skills and basic experience
of working abroad in addition to interdisciplinary knowledge in business administration

and economics and specialized and advanced knowledge in law.
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https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/past_lectures/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/legal_english.html
https://www.openbadge.or.jp/about-ob/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/three_fields.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/internship/over_view.html
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4, Curriculum: Six key characteristics

(1) All courses are offered in English. Lecturers (See the lists of the courses offered in

Academic Year 2026) include not only those from Kobe University but also many foreign

and domestic experts in the relevant fields who are specifically invited from external
institutions. By choosing from a wide selection of courses in global business law, students
can acquire a solid foundation in business law in English. For example, International
Investment Law and International Business Transactions are offered as elective courses.
Furthermore, students can receive support on their English language development
continuously through the program. Introduction to Legal English and Advanced Legal
English courses are offered throughout the academic year. Additional support is offered

to students starting with a weaker level of English ability at the beginning of the

4


https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/kobe_salad/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/mooting/over_view.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/past_lectures/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/past_lectures/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/legal_english.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/legal_english.html

program as well as to all students on their writing skills throughout the program

(2) Students are required to take at least one Social Science Basic Course (compulsory)
and can also take interdisciplinary courses (elective). These are offered by the Graduate
Schools of Economics and Business Administration. By taking them, students can study
global business interdisciplinarily, from not only the legal viewpoint but also those of
economics and business administration. If students satisfy the requirements for
completing courses in specific fields such as “Sustainable Development and Public
Policy”, they can obtain a certificate and an open badge confirming their achievement in
the specified field. See also 5 below and the KIMAP website.

(3) Students can join internships in domestic or overseas law firms, etc. (elective). By
experiencing an internship of one month, students can develop practical legal skills.
Through the internship, they can also experience how their knowledge learned at the
graduate school can be used in the real business world. In addition, the internship can

cultivate students’ personal networks and improve their employability.

(4) Students are required to write their master’s theses in English (compulsory). In
global business, writing ability is needed more than conversational ability. For this
purpose, students are required to write logically constructed theses in English. Utilising
their internship experience, students are required not only to explore academic issues at

a deeper level but also to deal with them from a practical perspective.

(5) Students can join the summer school (Kobe University Summer School of Asian Law
and Dispute Management: Kobe SALAD). Professors and students from a large number
of universities in Asia get together in Kobe. Participants can take front-line lectures in

global business law and enjoy exchanges with students from other universities.

(6) Students can join mooting competitions, depending on the situation. They can obtain

credits by participating in international commercial or investment arbitration mooting

competitions.


https://openbadges.org/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/three_fields.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/internship/over_view.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/kobe_salad/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/mooting/over_view.html
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(1) International Business Field

(2) Entrepreneurship & Finance Field
(3) Sustainable Development & Public Policy Field

International | [ | Field Certificate:
Business Field International
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Entreprensurship Field Cerificate:
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I I I & Finance
Sustainable Field Cerlificate:
Development & Sustainable
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Public Policy
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(Law) International Environmental Law; International Law for Sustainable
Development; International Labor Law; Global Business and SDGs; Comparative
Constitutional Law; Public International Law

(Business Administration) Sustainability Accounting and Reporting; Supply Chain
Management; Advanced Supply Chain Management; Sustainable Tourism

(Economics) Environmental Economics; Topics of Development Economics;

Macroeconomic Analysis I; Public Finance; Monetary Policy and Financial Frictions
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https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/three_fields.html
https://www.group.kobe-u.ac.jp/kimap/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/three_fields.html

5. Improve Your Employability with “MA in Law + Certificates of KIMAP Fields™
Kobe University Interdisciplinary Master Program (KIMAP) is offered under a

collaboration of the three graduate schools: Business Administration, Economics and
Law. Students enrolled in the KIMAP in Global Business Law can not only obtain the
Master’s Degree in Law by satisfying the graduation requirements but also receive

certificates by completing one or several specialized fields.

Graduate School of

i Field Certificate
Business 2 _
Administration 2 Economics

Field Certificate:
International
Business

International
Business Field

Field Certificate:
Entrepreneurship
& Finance

Entrepreneurship
& Finance Field

i Field Certificate:
Sustainable

Development &
Public Policy Field

Sustainable
Development &
Public Policy

{-II
{-II

Master of Arts
in Business
Administration

Master of Arts
in Commerce

Degree

Master of Laws Master of Economics

Three Fields of KIMAP are:

(1) International Business Field;

(2) Entrepreneurship & Finance Field; and
(3) Sustainable Development & Public Policy Field.

(1) International Business Field

In this field, students can study international business not only from legal point of views
but also from the viewpoints of business administration and economics.

Followings are example of the designated courses:

(Law) Private International Law, International Business Transactions; International
Arbitration; WTO Law; International Investment Law; Comparative Competition Law
(Business Administration) KIMAP Introduction to Marketing; International Trade;
Advanced International Business; Strategic Management; Supply Chain Management;
WTO and IPR (intellectual property rights)

(Economics) Comparative Economic History; Microeconomic Analysis I; Macroeconomic

Analysis I; Econometric Analysis I


https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/three_fields.html
https://www.group.kobe-u.ac.jp/kimap/
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/lectures/three_fields.html

(2) Entrepreneurship & Finance Field

This field focuses on how to promote entrepreneurship and utilize finance.

Followings are example of the designated courses:

(Law) International Corporate Law and Practice; Law and Practice of International
Finance; Intellectual Property Law; Comparative Competition Law

(Business Administration) KIMAP Introduction to Finance; Corporate Finance;
Financial Management; Advanced Entrepreneurship; Technology Entrepreneurship
(Economics) Finance; Monetary Economics; Microeconomic Analysis I; Econometric

Analysis I

(8) Sustainable Development & Public Policy Field

This field focuses on how to promote sustainable development by public policy making
and corporate governance.

Followings are example of the designated courses:

(Law) International Environmental Law; International Law for Sustainable
Development; International Labor Law; Global Business and SDGs; Comparative
Constitutional Law; Public International Law

(Business Administration) Sustainability Accounting and Reporting; Supply Chain
Management; Advanced Supply Chain Management; Sustainable Tourism

(Economics) Environmental Economics; Topics of Development Economics;

Macroeconomic Analysis I; Public Finance; Monetary Policy and Financial Frictions

(4) Requirement for the completion of fields
i) Registration in the first semester

ii) 14 credits from courses designated for each field.
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6. Alumni active around the world
Alumni including those from the GMAP are active around the World.
+ Panasonic Corporation: Intellectual Properties Management
« Hitachi High-Tech Corporation: Intellectual Properties Department
+ Air Water Inc.: Office of Global Business Administration
+ Shimadzu: Legal Department
+ Fujitsu: Legal Department
+ Deloitte Tohmatsu Risk Advisory LLC
+ Nippon Sanso Holdings: Legal Department
+ Mori Hamada & Matsumoto: Yangon office, Myanmar
+ King & Wood Mallesons: Guangzhou, PRC
+ Court of Justice, Thailand

(end)


https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/alumni.html
https://www.law.kobe-u.ac.jp/KIMAP/alumni.html

