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In 2010 and 2011, I conducted research for and wrote my doctoral dissertation.
Having submitted my dissertation in February 2012, I will receive my Ph.D. from
Waseda University in September of 2012. My goal now is to publish three articles, based
on the findings in my dissertation, in political communication and international
communication journals.

Regarding teaching activities, I was in charge of one course in 2011 called Advanced
Writing Skills, which was available to both undergraduate and graduate students. In
this course, I explained the process of writing a research proposal in English. In the
future I hope to refine my approach to teaching this course and integrate the course’s
content in more effective ways with other courses that I teach.
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In my doctoral dissertation, I test the applicability of new institutionalism as an
analytical framework for the study of U.S. foreign policy news reporting. Determining
the limited applicability of this framework, my study produced three main findings
about the relationship between news organizations and foreign policy making in the
United States. First, the prominence of news coverage on an issue and the attention this
issue receives in the U.S. Congress are correlated. Second, this correlation is
persistently stronger with coverage from particular news organizations. Third, these
particular news organizations also tend not to deviate from official foreign policy
preferences set by the executive branch.

I presented these findings in Boston at the conference listed above. In the near
future I hope to publish articles based on each of these findings in journals related to
political communication and international communication. As each finding is different
in terms of making a theoretical or empirical contribution, I hope to publish three
articles in three different journals.
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The aim of my Advanced Writing Skills course is to teach students how to write a
research paper in English. Students acquire necessary skills for this by designing an
original research project and writing a research proposal. Because the structure of a
social science paper is universally known and clearly separates the study’s literature
review, methodology, findings, and conclusion, I refer to this structure most frequently.
However, students are free to use alternative structures for academic writing; they may
also write a policy proposal.

After teaching this course in 2011, I received a number of comments from students,
most of which were positive and noted how useful they felt the course was. However,
because the course emphasizes the practice of rewriting, students are required to
submit multiple drafts of some assignments. As such, some feedback from students
noted the need for me to help them reflect better on what they had already written.
Therefore, as I am now teaching this course again, I give more detailed assessments of
each student’s writing and provide more concrete advice for improving their drafts.
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(FNAFEZ B )
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